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Biography

Mohammad Redwanul Hoque
1930-2010 AD

Redwanul Hoque was born on March 4 1930, into a respected
family in Dighirpar, Sriramsi, Jagannathpur Upazila,
Sunamganj. His father was Maulvi Mohammad Mahfuzul
Hoque, and his mother was Mosammat Amirun Nesa.
Redwanul Hoque was the sixth of nine siblings.

The four brothers are Lukmanul Hoque, Lumanul Hoque,
Sulemanul Hoque, and Redwanul Hoque. The sisters are the
elder sister Alta Bibi, Atika Khatun, Khalisa Khatun, Sultanara
Khatun, and the younger sister Maya Bibi. After finishing his
primary school education, he studied at a madrasa. Then, in
1947, at the age of seventeen, he joined the workers'
organisation of Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan Bhasani, inspired
by his political ideology.

From 1949 to 1959, Redwanul Hoque held various jobs in
Chittagong, Khidirpur in Kolkata, Tezpur, Hojai in Assam, and
later in Shillong. In 1959, at the age of 30, he arrived in the
United Kingdom via India on a labour visa obtained from the
UK Employment Exchange. With the assistance of his cousin
Monir Mia, he began living at 43 Settle Street in East London
and started working in a restaurant. He also found work at
King's Cross railway station. Subsequently, he moved to
Birmingham. After working in a foundry for 2 years, he spent 5
years at an engineering company. He purchased a house in
Birmingham and lived there.

Redwanul Hoque returned to his homeland in November
1966. He married in April 1967. His wife's name was Rufia
Begum, his cousin. It was an arranged marriage by the family.
After eight months of marriage, he came back to London.

HACH ST FROTEE 11 5%



Redwanul Hoque brought his family to the UK in 1989. He has
two sons, Emdadul Hoque Tipu and Amlakul Hoque, and two
daughters, Salma Khatun Rickta and Halima Khatun Mukta.
All live in the UK with their families and are well-established.
He educated his children, and they respect family values and
religious and moral principles.

Although Redwanul Hoque was working in Birmingham,
his heart remained with the Bengali community in the East
End. The Bengalis organised protests and rallies there to
establish their rights. Consequently, he moved from
Birmingham to Brick Lane, driven by his conscience, and
gradually established connections with the leading figures of
the Bengali community. He worked in various factories.

Redwanul Hoque joined the Pakistan Welfare Association
in late 1967. At one point, he was appointed as the
organisation's general secretary and later served on the
executive committee. He teamed with prominent community
leaders such as Ghaus Khan, Haji Nesawar Ali, Abdul Matlib
Chowdhury, Dewan Manfar Ali, Matiur Rahman, Shamsur
Rahman, Taibur Rahman, and others to advance the interests of
the expatriate community.

Redwanul Hoque opened a Bengali restaurant called 'Sunar
Bangla' on Hanbury Street, next to Brick Lane, in early 1968.
In 1969, relations between Pakistan and Bangladesh, then
known as East Pakistan, were strained. The people of East
Pakistan, now Bangladesh, started an independence movement
under the leadership of Bangabandhu. The expatriates showed
solidarity with this movement and actively supported it. During
that period, the 'Sunar Bangla' restaurant became a shared
gathering place for expatriate Bengalis. Leaders of the
Bangladeshi community held meetings there. Redwanul Hoque
played a key role in various activities, including raising funds
for Bangladesh during the Liberation War.

There was a sombre moment for Redwanul on August 31,
1971. During the liberation war in 1971, the invading Pakistani
army invited the talented villagers of Sriramsi to form a Peace
Committee. They tied their hands in a row in front of the high
school and shot them dead. They also destroyed houses,
markets, schools, and offices, leaving a brutal chapter in
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history. That tragic moment remains etched in the hearts of the
Sriramsi villagers forever. The villagers still observe August 31
as a day of mourning with respect. Redwanul Hoque could
never forget the horrific, heinous, and brutal massacre in his
own village.

After Sriramsi was attacked, Redwanul Haque became
more involved in Bangladesh's freedom movement and sent a
significant portion of his business income to the country.
Additionally, Redwanul Hoque bravely set a unique example of
patriotism by naming his restaurant "Sunar Bangla" during a
trying and challenging period. After Bangladesh gained
independence, leaders such as Abdus Samad Azad, Taj Uddin
Ahmed, General MAG Osmani, and Dewan Farid Gazi visited
the 'Sunar Bangla Restaurant' on various occasions.

Redwanul Hoque was involved with various community
organisations. In particular, he was a member of the executive
committee of the Bangladesh Welfare Association and the asst.
treasurer of the Brick Lane Mosque Committee. He was a
member of Osmani School, a life member of the Bangladesh
Centre, a member of the Greater Sylhet Development Council,
a member of the Bangladesh Caterers Association, and a
governor and member of Bangla School. Additionally, he was
involved in establishing Tower Hamlets Law Centre. He also
actively participated in the central committee formed to seek
justice for the murder of expatriate Surat Mia at the airport in
Dhaka.

In 1976, when Bangabir General M A G Osmani came to
London, he visited the Sunar Bangla restaurant and stayed on
its upper floor for a few days. During this time, many
prominent individuals, including Abdul Matin Chowdhury of
Manchester, former MLA Abdul Mannan Chowdhury Sanu
Mia, and community leader Tayabur Rahman, met Osmani. At
that time, General M A G Osmani launched his UK branch of
the Jatiya Janata Party. Redwanul Hoque first joined the
Advisory Board of the Jatiya Janata Party. Later, he worked as
an active member of the Jatiya Janata Party and developed a
close relationship with Osmani. Subsequently, he became the
International Affairs Secretary of the Jatiya Janata Party.
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Redwanul Hoque had close relations with key leaders of
the Jatiya Janata Party. One of the party members and
president, former MP Advocate Nurul Islam Khan, was a very
dear friend of his. Among Sylhet leaders, he developed
friendships with Advocates Devatosh Chowdhury, Khandaker
Moboshir Ali, Abdul Matin Chowdhury, and others. He
regularly participated in various political programmes with
them. He also took part in numerous social activities with his
cousin Mohammad Zahirul Haque Chowdhury, editor of the
daily Sylhet Bani, and his relative, prominent community
leader Kobi Abul Bashar.

When the movement for voting rights for Probashi
(expatriates) began in 1994, he participated and contributed
actively. The movement initially started in 1976 under the
leadership of General Osmani. On March 26 1995, Redwanul
Hoque filed a writ petition in the High Court Division of the
Supreme Court seeking the right to vote for expatriates. Its case
number is 2486/1995.

Redwanul Hoque dedicated himself to the welfare of his
villagers. He particularly assisted the helpless and
impoverished. If anyone in London sought his aid, he would
help them with a smile. He would organise employment for
those in need. Redwanul Hoque was a very religious person.
His personality was extraordinary. His way of working and
speaking was exemplary. He was a very big-hearted
personality. He liked donating and spending a lot. Redwanul
Hoque was a genuine patriot. He was dedicated to helping
people for the expatriate cause. He remained connected to his
village back in Bangladesh. He opened a modern restaurant
called 'Sunar Bangla' in Lalbazar, Bandarbazar, Sylhet, in 1978.
Although his lifestyle was quite simple, he was a hobbyist. He
had limitless patience. He achieved success in life through his
dedication and hard work. Just as he fought his entire life to
uphold the dignity of his clan, he also worked to develop and
reform society. Redwanul Haque died in London on March 22,
2010, aged 80. His dead body was sent to Bangladesh and
buried beside his father mother and brother’s in his village,
Sriramsi.

Note : Translated and abridged from the original Bengali. (Edited version)
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A man of impeccable character
Muquim Ahmed

Alhaj Mohammed Redwanul Hoque was a man of an
indomitable personality. A corpulent man, larger than life. He
was a truly commendable individual. I describe him thus
because I know him very well.

Back then, I was living at 46/48 Brick Lane, in the flat
upstairs above Naz Cinema, and I often passed him on the
street. This was the early 1980s. He had a fondness for me.
Later, I realised why!

I would greet him warmly because he was my brother
Moin’s friend. The story I was told is that there wasn’t a school
nearby my father’s village, so Moin was sent to Sreeramsree,
Redwan Bhai’s village, where he stayed as a boarder in my
father’s friend’s house. This was back in the early 1940s.
Sreeramree High School was well-known and attracted many
students to its esteemed boys' school.

So you can imagine the fondness I had for Redwan Bhai.
He was Moin Bhai’s school friend. 1 vividly remember an
incident that took place at Redwan Bhai’s Sunar Bangla
Restaurant at 46 Hanbury Street.

It was the early 1990s. Suddenly, Redwan Bhai called me.
He said, “Muquim come at once”. His voice sounded angry and
urgent. I hurriedly went to his under-construction restaurant on
Hanbury Street.

There he was with Sammy—a Turkish builder I did
recommend. Redwan Bhai swore in Bengali, “This builder has
taken my money and now won’t finish the work.” I could see
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the situation was tense. Sammy said, “Muquim, I need more
money.”

At that moment, Redwan Bhai became very angry and was
about to hit Sammy with a broomstick. I stopped him just in
time and sternly told Sammy that he must finish the work for
which he had already received payment.

This narrative has been presented to illustrate that Redwan
Bhai was a righteous and virtuous individual. He possessed no
reservations but was characterised by courage and
determination. He upheld his commitments and anticipated that
the builder would fulfil theirs.

Redwan Bhai was a man of impeccable character. My
“Murabbee” (elders) was a just and astute individual.
Politically and socially, he was highly active and vibrant both
here in the UK and in Bangladesh. He was a kind man, always
eager to assist and emulate those in need or facing difficulties.
May Allah bless his soul. Ameen.

Writer : Entrepreneur, philanthropist and community leader
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Cherished memories
CllIr Atiqul Hoque

It's a great pleasure to share some cherished memories
and guidance we've received from our uncle, Redwanul
Hoque. Renowned for his tireless work ethic and
dedication to the community, he's built a lasting legacy for
his family, and Alhamdulillah, has achieved his goals.
Growing up, we fondly remember his vibrant lifestyle,
love for grand gatherings, and exquisite taste in food and
celebrations. He has instilled in us valuable lessons,
particularly through his passion for politics, which aimed
to improve living standards, education, and infrastructure
in his village.

With the best of Dua’s.

Writer : 762nd Mayor of Salisbury
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A pious man
Hafiz Musleh Uddin Ahmed

A leader of the Bangladeshi diaspora in the UK,
especially in East London, Mohammed Redwanul Hoque
was a prominent figure in the British Bangladeshi
community.

Arriving in the UK in 1959, Mr Hoque sought a better
life. He worked in industries in London and Birmingham
to fill labour shortages and also sent remittances to
support his family back home in Bangladesh. Coming to
the UK in the late 1950s, he was visibly different -
unmistakably Muslim — with a language barrier that
seemed insurmountable at that time.

Homesickness was neither an option nor part of his
vocabulary. In those days, social gatherings outside in
coffee shops were out of the question. Being away from
home and deprived of traditional local foods, which were
generally prepared by women still back home, they
yearned for the flavours of the East... and not East
London.

Thus, gradually, a confluence of many elements came
together: the inherent entrepreneurial spirit; the
determination to not just survive in 1950s Britain but to
thrive; and a vision to bring the best of Bangladeshi
culture to London through food, delicacies, sweets, and
spiced chai. This led Mr Hoque to set up his own
restaurant in the famous Curry Mile, which is Brick Lane.

This small, humble restaurant called Sunar Bangla
became a notably special place. It was a social hub where
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migrant workers gathered in the evenings and on
weekends to find a sense of belonging and share their
fears of the hostilities they faced. It was a place of
resistance and stubbornness, as it kept its doors open
despite racist graffiti and vandalism; how can a “Paki”
establishment appear on the streets? But it was also a
window for curious locals to experience foods, curries,
spices, teas, and desserts of the kind they had never seen
before.

At the time, this brave entrepreneurial move appeared
harmless, a form of defiance that Bengalis could stand on
their own feet and support themselves in this new country
they had embraced as their own, for which they were
gradually beginning to feel a sense of belonging.

Not long afterwards, Mr Hoque became involved with
others in establishing Brick Lane Mosque. Upon founding
the mosque, Mr Hoque decided to sponsor a young
orphan to come to the UK, to realise his dream of a better
life and to bring the sounds of Bangladesh to East London
through his Quran recitation. This young orphan arrived
in the UK in 1984 and served as an imam at Brick Lane
Mosque for 11 years.

I often visited his house in his later years, as he would
regularly invite my father for Iftar and other occasions.
My father always ensured I knew about his roots, for that
helps me understand my own. I remain very close to Mr
Hoque’s children and even his grandchildren. He passed
away in 2010 at the Royal London Hospital in
Whitechapel. I pray Allah illuminates his grave and
rewards him for his pioneering sacrifices and the lifelong
connections he fostered for people.

My name is Musleh Uddin. I studied law at Clare
College, Cambridge, and 1 am a practising solicitor
qualified in England. By the grace of God, I am a Hafiz of
the Qur’an, a student of the Deen, and a servant at a small

local mosque in East London.

HOATH ST TR 111G



THE BRICK LANE JAMME MASJID TRUST
(London) Limited

‘ F 59 Brick Lane, London E1 6QL | Tel: 020 7247 6052 / 020 7247 3757
Email : info@bricklanejammemasjid.org.uk | Website : www.bricklanejammemasjid.org.uk

Date:

16 October 2025

| am delighted to write about Al-haj Redwanul Hague who is personally known to
me through his various community involvements. | also know that he has been
involved with the Brick Lane Jamme Masjid Trust since the beginning of this
organisation. As far as | remember he was the Assistant Treasurer of the
Management Committee of this Masjid. Mr Haque was also involved with the
historic Bangladesh Welfare Association UK and the Bangladesh Centre London.

Al-haj Redwanul Haque was deeply involved in community works and he has
contributed towards achieving harmonious community relations. With all his
involvements he did a lot for the community which have got a very positive impact
in our multicultural society.

He was a man of good character and a charitable nature. He was highly respectable
person in our community with his honesty and friendliness.

“f
i

Hamidur Rahman Choudhury
President
The Brick Lane Jamme Masjid Trust (London) Ltd

Company Reg No. 5254675 Charity Reg No. 1111582



DIGHIR PAR DEVELOPMENT
AND WELFARE ASSOCIATION

L NP TPy

Level One B, 46 Hanbury Street, London E1 5JL UK

Email: sreeramshi.ddwa@gmail.com
Contact number: 07542 520407

Date: 06/11/2025

Tribute to Late Al-Hajj Redwanul Hoque

The Dighir Par Development and Welfare Association (DDWA) is deeply honoured to
present this tribute to the Late Al-Hajj Redwanul Hoque, a devoted and highly
respected member of our tribe and community.

For several decades, Late Redwanul Hogue served as a senior member of our fribe.
His unwavering enthusiasm and passion for the welfare of his people were widely
recognised and deeply admired. It is difficult to refer to him in the past tense—he
was truly a force of nature whose influence and contributions remain immeasurable.

Upon his arrival in the United Kingdom during the 1960s, he settled in Walsall,
Birmingham. His compassion and generosity quickly became evident. At a time
when many arrivals from East Pakistan faced hardship and uncertainty, he opened
his own home to those in need, providing accommodation and meals free of charge

until they could support themselves.

From the 1970s onwards, Late Redwanul Hogue became a prominent figure within
the Bangladeshi community in East London. He was instrumental in mobilising
support to establish the Brick Lane Jamme Masjid Trust, serving as its first joint
Treasurer. He also made significant contributions to the development of the
Bangladesh Welfare Association UK.

His devotion to his motherland was equally profound. When he left the country which
was then East Pakistan, he maintained strong ties to his homeland. During the
Bangladesh Liberation War in the early 1971s, he was actively involved in supporting
the freedom movement. Following ten months of struggle, Bangladesh achieved its
independence. His patriotism was reflected even in his business endeavours—his
restaurant at 46 Hanbury Street, London E1, was aptly named The Shunar Bangla
Restaurant ("Golden Bengal”). By 1971, he had become one of the most respected
leaders within the Bangladeshi community in East London.

In 1975, he played a key role in the Dighir par, Talook case in Bangladesh having
been entrusted by senior figures of the village to lead the matter.



DIGHIR PAR DEVELOPMENT

AND WELFARE ASSOCIATION ' —“:“Xg
e et A W
Lml One B, 46 Hanbury Street, London E1 5JL UK

Email:
Contact numbor 07542 520407

During the 1980s, he emerged as a leading member of the Jathio Jonotha Party,
maintaining a close association with General M.A.G. Osmani in Bangladesh, as one
of the party's Organisers in London, he coordinated visits and exchanges between
the UK and Bangladesh, further strengthening ties between the diaspora and the
homeland.

By the 1990s, health concerns prompted him to reduce his public activities, yet he
remained deeply engaged in the affairs of his tribe and his beloved village of Dighir
Par.

In the 2000s, he became one of the founding members of the Dighir Par
Development and Welfare Association (DDWA). His vision was to enhance the
quality of life for the residents of Dighir Par and Sreeramshi in Bangladesh, while
fostering unity and mutual support among tribal members at home and abroad. His
dedication to this mission endures as his lasting legacy.

Late Redwanul Hoque was a man of great integrity and compassion. His lifelong
commitment to charitable work and community welfare contributed significantly to the
advancement of multicultural harmony in Britain.

In 2010, Late Al-Hajj Redwanul Hoque passed away. The people of Dighir Par, along
with all who knew him, owe him profound respect and gratitude for his lifelong
service and contributions.

His legacy will continue to inspire future generations.

May Allah Subhanahu wa'tala grant him the highest place in Jannatul Ferdaus
A’meen

i

Muhammad Harun Miah

Chairman
On behalf of Dighir par Development and Welfare Association
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Our Dear Redwan Bhai Shaheb
Foruk Rabbani

My earliest memory of Redwan Bhai Shaheb goes back to
around 1967, when he would often spend his evenings
relaxing at home. As a child, [ saw him as a calm, familiar
figure whose presence brought a sense of comfort to our
household.

In the years that followed, from 1968 to 1970, I
frequently accompanied my father on visits to see
Redwan Bhai Shaheb and Luman Bhai Shaheb at Tasker
Street, Walsall, in the East Midlands. Although I was
young, those visits made a lasting impression on me.
There was always something special about the way Bhai
Shaheb carried himself, with grace, quiet strength, and a
deep sense of responsibility.

Bhai Shaheb played a vital and deeply influential role
during the Liberation of Bangladesh. At a time when
courage and conviction were most needed, he rose to the
occasion without hesitation. He worked tirelessly,
organising meetings, raising essential funds, and
mobilising support for the War of Liberation. His
commitment was not just symbolic; he contributed both
physically and financially, standing firmly behind the
movement for independence. Redwan Bhai Shaheb’s
dedication during this historic period reflected his deep
love for his homeland and his unwavering sense of duty
towards justice and freedom.

To us, the younger ones, Redwan Bhai Shaheb was
firm and disciplined, yet never harsh. He treated us with
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respect, like younger siblings he felt responsible for.

He had a natural gift for hospitality; he loved hosting
guests, feeding people, and creating a warm, welcoming
environment.

As a teenager, | often visited him at his restaurant,
'Sunar Bangla', on Hanbury Street in Tower Hamlets. He
always treated me to a Sheek Kebab with onion salad and a
cup of tea. These simple gestures meant a great deal to me.

It was in the basement of 'Sunar Bangla' that Jumu’ah
(Friday) prayers were first held, long before the Brick
Lane Masjid was established, a cause Bhai Shaheb was
deeply committed to. He joined others, worked tirelessly,
and played a vital role in acquiring the Brick Lane
Masjid. His dedication to the community was
unwavering. His commitment helped lay the foundation
for what would become one of the most iconic and
cherished mosques in the area.

By the early 1990s, Bhai Shaheb had relocated to
Forest Gate, but his heart stayed with Brick Lane Masjid.
He kept attending Taraweeh (fasting month) prayers there
throughout Ramadan, and I had the honour of dropping
him home on many nights. Those drives back were silent
but meaningful. In those moments, I felt a bond of trust
and deep mutual respect.

I remember him once telling me that he was my
father's right-hand man in their youth, a loyal companion
who stood by him like a shield. That loyalty didn’t stop
with my father; it extended to all of us. He was like an
elder brother who stood over us like an umbrella,
shielding us from harm and criticism, especially from
those in our village. It was a silent form of love and
protection, one I now recognise and cherish deeply.

Redwan Bhai Shaheb was not only kind-hearted and
pious, but also a man who truly valued companionship.
He loved to sit and talk, often recalling stories of the
"good old days" with a smile in his eyes. To me, he will
always be remembered as a gentle protector, a source of
strength, and a respected elder. May Allah (SWT) shower
His infinite mercy upon him, forgive his shortcomings,
and grant him Jannatul Firdaus. Ameen.
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Esteemed individual
Shoyel Rashid Choudhury

Mohammed Redwanul Hoque was a highly esteemed
individual in my life. He was my beloved father-in-law, a
distinguished businessman, a devoted social worker, and a
respected political figure. I was blessed with the
opportunity to observe him closely, and I witnessed that
his speech was always consistent with his actions. Despite
living in the UK, his heart remained firmly attached to his
homeland, and he possessed a sincere love for its people.

The passing of my noble elder has been a profound
loss to me. I pray that Allah bestows His infinite mercy
upon him & grants him forgiveness and admits him into
Jannatul Firdous without reckoning.

Writer : Eldest Son-in-law
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My Abba
Halima Khatun (Mukta)

My Abba was one of the most generous souls I've ever
known. He gave without hesitation—his time, help,
wisdom, and love. Whether it was family, friends, or even
strangers in need, he showed up without expecting
anything in return. He believed in doing good quietly and
consistently.

He was a man of his word. If he promised something,
you could rely on it being carried out—regardless of its
size. Integrity wasn’t just a value he believed in; it was
the way he lived every day of his life.

As the youngest child, I had a special bond with him.
I’1l admit—I often got my way. Perhaps it was because he
had a soft spot for me, or maybe he simply enjoyed seeing
me happy. Whenever I wanted something, my wishes
were granted—whether it was food, clothes, or anything
else. He never made me feel like I was asking for too
much. He was never reluctant with his money.
Alhamdulillah for everything my Abba provided for us,
with the provision of Allah. I feel very privileged.

Growing up, I experienced a very strict upbringing.
Abba set clear rules, firm boundaries, and held high
expectations. At the time, I often felt like I was missing
out on certain things, wondering why he wouldn’t allow
what others around me could do. But now, I understand. I
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see that his strictness wasn’t about control—it was about
protection. He was trying to keep me safe, guide me
towards a better path, and build a strong foundation for
my future. And for that, I am deeply grateful. I thank him
for every “no” that came from love, and for every limit
that came from care.

Beneath that firmness, Abba possessed a deeply gentle
and loving heart. He didn’t always express it in words, but
he demonstrated it through quiet acts—in his sacrifices,
his patience, and his unwavering support.

One memory that always stays with me is from an Eid
celebration many years ago. Abba took me shopping for
my Eid clothes. I was being fussy, changing my mind,
unsure of what I wanted. We walked around for hours,
trying store after store. The thing is—we were fasting. It
was Ramadan, and neither of us had eaten or drunk
anything all day. But not once did he complain. He just
smiled and kept walking beside me, determined to make
sure I found something I loved. That was who he was-
selfless, kind, and always putting others first.

When 1 first started cooking, Abba would always
praise whatever I made. He used to say it was better than
Amma’s cooking - even though I knew that wasn’t true.
Amma has always been the best cook, and everything I
know, I learnt from her. But those words from Abba
meant everything. He encouraged me, made me feel
capable, and gave me the confidence to keep going. I wish
he was here today so that I could make food for him.

Losing him has created a space that no one else can
quite fill, but the love he shared, the lessons he imparted,
and the strength of his presence will remain with me
always. He was, and always will be, the heart of our
home.
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I miss you, Abba. Every day. Thank you for
everything. May Allah grant Abba the highest rank in
Jannah and elevate his grave. May Allah forgive his sins
and accept the illnesses he endured due to his health
conditions in his final days as a means of purification.
Ameen.

In his final days, Abba endured great pain with
patience and dignity. Even through his suffering, he never
complained. Watching him go through such hardship
broke our hearts, but it also reminded us of his strength,
his resilience, and his unwavering trust in Allah. His pain
was visible, yet he remained composed—never letting it
shake his faith. That strength continues to inspire me
every day. May all that he bore be counted as a means of
his forgiveness and elevation in the Hereafter. Ameen.
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Man of Deep Faith

Taslima Haque Shuwara

My grandfather was a man of quiet strength and deep
faith. His calm presence, like a silent dua’a answered
before it was spoken, inspires admiration and respect in
those who knew him.

When I was little, he would bring home my favorite
fruits, arms full, smile wide, and his acts of kindness
made me feel loved and appreciated. His gentle gestures,
like letting me eat from his plate and asking for a little
massage, create a sense of warmth and gratitude.

Those small moments became the pillars of my
childhood, teaching me that love doesn’t need to be loud
to be lasting. That kindness can be a legacy.

He loved the Holy Qur’an with a tenderness that
stayed with him until the end, inspiring my own faith
journey. He prayed with a heart that clearly knew its Lord,
teaching us that true dignity lies in humility, and that
guidance is reflected in how one lives, not just in words.

Though he’s no longer with us,his memory lives
quietly in the folds of my heart. There are so many
moments [ wish he could witness, my milestones, my
growth, the life unfolding ahead of me. I still carry the
hope that, in some unseen way, he is proud, smiling,
close.

And while I cannot sit by him again in this life, I carry
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hope in the promise of reunion, in a place where no hearts
break, and no goodbyes exist. May Allah forgive him,
reward him for every silent sacrifice, and make his grave
a garden of light and mercy.And may we meet again in
Jannah.

Writer : Grand Daughter
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My Dada

A leader within the wider community
Mohammed Emjadul Hoque Mahdi

Redwanul Hoque (Dada-Grandfather) was one of the
early pioneers of the Bangladeshi community in London.
Born in the village of Shreeramishi, in the Jagannath Pur
Upazila in Sunamganj, Bangladesh, he emigrated to the
United Kingdom in the early 1960s, as part of the first
generation of Sylheti settlers who established a new life in
East London. He proved himself not only as a provider
for his family but also as a leader within his wider
community.

Above all else, he was a devout Muslim. His faith
guided every aspect of his life, and he was rarely seen
without his Tupi (prayer cap) and his distinctive wooden
walking stick, embossed with gold plating. The faint mark
on his forehead from decades of prostration served as a
visible testament to his piety.

Family ranked just below faith. He was recognised as
a unifie—a man who believed no one should go hungry
or be left behind. His home was always welcoming, his
table always open. Nearly all of his extended family who
arrived in Britain did so with his assistance, whether
through sponsoring immigration, finding accommodation,
or securing employment. Any money he did not spend on
those close to him in London, he sent back to Bangladesh
to support relatives still there.

In the late 1960s, he founded Sunar Bangla, the first
explicitly Bengali-named restaurant on off Brick Lane,
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Hanbury Street. At a time when many restaurateurs opted
for “Indian” branding to appeal to a broader market, he
insisted on proudly declaring his Bengali identity—the
name translating to “My Golden Bengal.” The restaurant
became a cornerstone for the community, a gathering
place filled every day with locals and extended family,
where the values of hospitality and togetherness were
lived.

As the local Bangladeshi Muslim community grew,
Dada’s focus shifted from hospitality to worship. Before a
mosque existed, he used the basement kitchen of Sonar
Bangla as a space for congregational prayer (salah)—an
early, informal masjid that served neighbours and kin. As
attendance increased, he and other community members
helped raise funds to acquire the historic worship building
at 59 Brick Lane—a structure with a long, layered
religious history—so it could be made into a permanent
mosque. The building originally opened in 1743—-1744 as
a French Protestant (Huguenot) chapel, became a
synagogue in 1897, and was converted into a mosque in
1976; today it is known as Brick Lane Jamme Masjid, a
recognised spiritual centre for the area.

Jamme Masjid on Brick Lane remains a landmark at
the corner of Brick Lane and Fournier Street, symbolising
the East End’s successive waves of migration and faith,
and it continues to serve a large British-Bangladeshi
community.

Over time, the former basement prayer space at Sonar
Bangla developed into an office supporting the family
business—a practical continuation of that same ethic of
service and provision. My father has long worked from
that space, and I now do the same, linking faith,
enterprise, and family across generations.

Respected and admired—sometimes feared for his
stubbornness and strictness—Redwanul Hoque was
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regarded as the leader of his family and community.
People listened to him, and few dared confront him
directly. Yet behind his stern authority lay a man of
generosity, faith, and kindness. His life balanced
discipline, tradition, and deep love.

When he passed away, there was an extraordinary
outpouring of grief and respect. His janaza was held in
London and again in Bangladesh, where he was laid to
rest. For nearly two weeks, the family home in East
London was filled with relatives, friends, and community
members. The large number of mourners reflected not
only the love his family felt for him but also the profound
impact he had on his community in both Britain and
Bangladesh.

The Reserved Seat and the Tea

In our household, everyone knew that Dada had his own
seat. Whether in the living room, the kitchen, or the
dining room, there was always one chair that belonged
solely to him. It wasn’t written down or officially
declared, but it was understood—an invisible rule in our
family. Nobody sat there.

Nobody, that is, except me.
I was his favourite grandchild, and I knew it. When I was
five, I lovingly decided one day to claim his seat in the
kitchen. Noon sunlight bathed the room when he entered,
expecting to find it unoccupied. Usually, anyone else
would have been gently chided for sitting there. But with
me, he always made it special. He would pretend to be
stern, his deep voice jokingly scolding, while I giggled
and playfully argued that it was now my seat.
He chuckled, amused by my defiance, and teased me:
“If you want my seat, do you want anything else as well?”
I didn’t recognise the sarcasm. I took it as a challenge.
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Boldly, I asked, “If you’re offering, then I’d like tea and
biscuits t0o.”

His eyes widened in surprise, then he laughed—a
gentle, deep laugh. To everyone’s amazement, he walked
over to the kettle, turned it on, and started making tea. My
parents hurried in, confused by the noise, expecting to
find me dangerously fiddling in the kitchen. Instead, they
saw their father, who had never made tea for himself
before, quietly boiling water for me.

They were speechless. To them, this was
unthinkable—a reversal of tradition and authority. Yet he
silenced their protests, waved them off, and carried on. He
served me tea and biscuits, and we sat together, sharing
food and laughter.

To this day, that memory is retold with disbelief. It
was the one time the man everyone served turned the
tables and served me. To me, it is proof of the love we
shared, a rare glimpse of tenderness hidden behind his
authority.

The Lesson of Unity

Even as his health declined and his body grew weaker,
Dada’s role as a teacher and leader remained steadfast. In
one of his final lessons to us, he spoke not about faith or
business, but about family.

I remember a day when my sister and I, along with
our cousins, were arguing fiercely over a football match.
My sister, upset and in tears, sought comfort from him.
She told him it wasn’t fair—that I was bigger, stronger,
and always winning.

Though frail, his voice still carried authority. He
explained to her, and to all of us gathered there, that the
rivalry between us was meaningless. “It does not matter
who wins or loses,” he said. “When one of us wins, we all
win, because we are one family.”
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He told my sister not to be upset about my victories
but to understand that, like him, I would grow up to be
someone who bore responsibility for the family, someone
who provided and protected. “Be kind to him now,” he
told her, “and he will give back to you in ways you cannot
imagine when you are older.”

At the time, my sister thought she was being scolded.
But in reality, it was his way of planting a seed: a
reminder that unity and love mattered more than
competition. Today, those words feel prophetic.

The Long Goodbye

When Dada passed away, it was not a private sorrow but a
communal one. Our flat became a centre of mourning and
remembrance. For nearly two weeks, the rooms were
filled with people—family, friends, neighbours,
community leaders—all coming to pay their respects.

As a child, I did not fully understand the sadness. To
me, it felt like a festival of family, cousins everywhere,
the house alive with voices and stories. But in hindsight, I
understand: this was the weight of his legacy, the love and
respect he had earned over a lifetime.

His janaza was performed not once but twice—first in
Bricklane Jamme Masjid London, then again in Foodball
field of Shreeramishi, in Jogannathpur, Bangladesh. In
death, as in life, he belonged to both worlds. And in both,
he left behind a community bound together by the values

he had lived by: faith, family, and unity.
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My Memory of my Dada

Through a Child’s Eyes
Mahira Asma Hoque

When I think of my Dada (grandpa), I'm often caught
between the small memories from my childhood and the
understanding I’ve gained as I’ve grown older. I was only
six when he died, so much of what I remember is
influenced by how I saw the world back then. To be
honest, I didn’t always feel close to him. As a child, I
thought he was loud, strict, and even a little frightening.
He made me cry more than once—and sometimes, I felt
like he was closer to my older brother than to me.

One memory that always stays with me is the
argument over the television. My brother and I would
come home from school, eager to watch our favourite
cartoons, but Dada had the news channel on. And it
wasn’t just background noise-he was glued to it. Politics,
current affairs, speeches-he watched it all with great
seriousness. At the time, we didn’t understand it. We’d
groan and sigh, wondering why grown-up talk always had
to take precedence over cartoons. Looking back now, I
realise it was one of the ways Dada stayed connected to
the world—always learning, always engaged, even in his
quiet way.

Growing up, I heard more stories about Dada from my
parents, uncles, and aunts—stories that gradually changed
my perception of him. They told me he was a deeply kind
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man, very religious and firmly grounded in his beliefs. He
helped others quietly, never seeking praise, and he cared
for his family more than he ever outwardly showed.

One gesture I cherish now is the gift he left for me and
all my cousin sisters: a pair of beautiful gold earrings. He
gave them to us while we were still little girls—too young
to wear them, too young to even understand their
significance. But now I understand. Dada gave us those
earrings because he knew he might not be there to see us
grow up. He wouldn’t get to see us dressed up for
weddings or celebrate milestones with us. So he left us
something that would last—a memory in the form of gold,
something we could keep close to us even when he was
no longer there.

It touches me deeply now, knowing that behind his
strictness lay a man full of love. He might not have been
the grandfather who sat us on his knee, told stories, or
played games with us. But he expressed his care in his
own way—through tradition, responsibility, and quiet acts
of thoughtfulness. He was constantly thinking of our
future, wanting to leave something meaningful for us to
hold onto.

As a child, I didn’t understand him. But as an adult, I
respect him deeply. I believe we all carry different pieces
of the people we love in our memories—some vivid,
some puzzling, and some that only reveal their meaning
with time. For me, Dada is someone I’ve come to
understand more deeply after his passing than I ever did
while he was alive. In that way, his presence continues to
live on—in the stories shared, the memories held close,
and even in the earrings I still treasure. He also gave me
my middle name, a quiet gift that keeps a part of him with
me always.
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Now, when I think of Dada, I no longer feel fear or
sadness. I feel gratitude—for everything he sacrificed to
move here, for leaving behind the life he knew to build
something better for us, and for enduring hardship so his
children and grandchildren could have opportunities he
never had. I appreciate the quiet wisdom in his words and
the way he looked after us, even when we didn’t fully
realise it. Most of all, I feel peace—knowing that his love
was there all along, even if it wasn’t always easy to see.

May Allah  grant Dada the highest ranks in Jannah,
make his grave a garden of peace, and reward him
endlessly for the sacrifices he made for our family. May
we be a continuous source of reward ( adaqah j riyah) for
him, honour his legacy through our actions, and may we
all be reunited with him one day in eternal joy. Ameen.
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Memory of My Nana
Sharier Khadim Mihad

I was only six years old when Nana passed away, but even
at that young age, I remember how loving, caring, and
kind he was. He had a certain presence about
him—agentle, firm, and dignified—that I really admired.
Looking back, I wish I could have appreciated him more,
now that [ understand the kind of person he truly was.

One memory that always makes me smile is when we
were sitting together on the kitchen chairs. My Nana
suddenly pulled out what looked like real teeth—his fake
dentures or retainers—and I had no idea those even
existed! I looked at him in complete shock and started
screaming, absolutely terrified! He just laughed and
laughed, and it became one of those funny, innocent
moments that stay with you for life.

After thanking Allah, it’s through Nana’s efforts and
sacrifices that I'm in the UK today. His hard work opened
the door for so many blessings and opportunities in my
life—something I will always be grateful for. I often wish
he were present during the milestones I’ve reached—me
growing up, graduating, getting married, and everything
else that’s followed. I hope he would’ve been proud. And
Insh "All h, I aim to carry forward his character, his
generosity, and his love in everything I do.

May Allah forgive him and have mercy on him, grant
him peace and pardon him. May He honour his resting
place, expand his grave.
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It is ordered and deereed that the Rule is discharged
without any order as to cost. And it is further ordered that
the order of stay granted at the time of issuance of the
rule is hereby re-called and vacated.
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No one appears on behalf of the petitioners to press the
petition. The petition is dismissed for default.
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“This is an application for restoration of the instant
civil miscellaneous petition No. 149 of 2021. Having
heard the learned Counsels for both the parties and on
perusal of the application, we do not find any cogent
reason for allowing the application. Hence, the
application for restoration is rejected.’
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Aims and Objectives of
RUFIA REDWAN TRUST

The prevention or relief of poverty in the Jogonnatpur area of
Sylhet, Bangladesh, and any individuals originally associated
with that region in the United Kingdom by providing grants,
items and services to individuals in need and/or charities, or
other organisations working to prevent or relieve poverty.

To relieve poverty or financial hardship among refugees,
asylum seekers, migrant workers, those who are destitute
and/or poverty-stricken and their dependants living in
Jogonnatpur area of Sylhet, Bangladesh and any individuals
originally associated with that region in the United Kingdom by
providing interpreting/translating/advocacy/ health/housing
advice and education and financial support.

The prevention or relief of poverty or financial hardship
anywhere in the world by providing or assisting in the provision
of education, training, healthcare projects and all the necessary
support designed to enable individuals to generate a
sustainable income and be self-sufficient.

To prevent or relieve poverty through undertaking and
supporting research into factors that contribute to poverty and
the most appropriate ways to mitigate these.

To prevent or relieve poverty by awarding a ‘fair trademark’ to
products, the sale of which relieves the poverty of producers by
ensuring they receive at least a fair price for their goods and
advising such producers of the best ways in which to engage in
the trading process.

To relieve the poverty of young people by the provision of
grants to enable them to participate in healthy recreational
activities that they could not otherwise afford.

www.rrtgiving.co.uk

78-984-29



